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SHORT THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK:
Last Post for Post Office Lawyers?

This lunchtime, shortly after this Legal Diary is published, BBC Radio 4 will
be running Episode 17 of its series ‘The Great Post Office Trial'. It focuses on
the notorious prosecution of hundreds of Sub-Post Office managers for
crimes they had not committed and today’s episode examines ‘How the
Post Office lawyers reacted in 2013 to the biggest challenge in the Horizon
scandal yet’

Neither the Post Office lawyers nor their external advisers have come out
of the story particularly well so far. Nick Gould, an Aria Grace lawyer,
commented in his submission to the Post Office Enquiry that, as the
solicitor to three of the accused sub-Post Masters, “| have seen the damage
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Senior Legal Figures Encourage London

Lawyers to Undertake Wide-Ranging Pro

Bono Work Estimated Views 2 63K

Lawyers from Latham & Watkins, Orrick, Reed Smith and Fieldfisher joined °

the Attorney General and Lady Justice Rose to kick-start Pro Bono Week . .

2023. Estimated views
Lady Justice Rose of the UK. November 07, 2023 at 06:57 AM calculated based on
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Senior legal figures and pro bono advocates came together on Monday
evening to encourage more lawyers to take up pro bono work, particularly AW HEME MENTIONED
in areas beyond their usual expertise.
In a discussion hosted by Herbert Smith Freehills to mark the start of UK. Reed Smith
Pro Bono Week 2023, an all-female panel of lawyers at firms including . . .
Latham & Watkins, Orrick Herrington & Sutcliffe and Reed Smith relayed Orrick, Herrington & Sutcliff
their experiences in various pro bono initiatives and encouraged ) i
5 - 3 Herbert Smith Freehills LLP
involvement in wide-ranging areas of law.
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NEWS
Roving UK 'Justice Bus' Could Help
Maintain the Rule of Law, Says Lady Hale

Speaking about the threats to the rule of law on Monday, the former ES’[I m ated V| ews
President of the UK Supreme Court also proposed a change to legal °
education in schools.
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The legal system needs to reconnect with the British public if the rule of law

) - ) ) . ) engagements
is to be maintained, according to legal experts, with one possible solution a AW EIRMS MENTIONED

roving court that would enter local communities.

Speaking on a panel about the threats to the rule of law at a U.K. Pro Bono Clifford Chance

Week event on Monday, Lady Hale of Richmond, former President of the
UK. Supreme Court, said: “One of my solutions would be a justice bus.
People think I'm joking, but I'm not, and in fact in other countries something
similar does exist.” TRENDING STORIES

Sidley Fires Associate After £

Speaks Out Against Law Firn
Letter on Israel-Gaza

Gibson, Dunn & Crutcher

INTERNATIONAL EDITION

Lady Hale. Credit: Dan Kitwood Slaughters and MoFo
Associates Suffer Antisemiti
Attack on London Bus

INTERNATIONAL EDITION

Paul Weiss' New-Look Lond
Team Takes Key Role on Joe

REIATER eTARICS


https://share.coveragebook.com/b/e60d9f35e3e805ab/clips/f4273ce2-8d1b-4ac2-a058-82a5bd85575d
https://www.law.com/international-edition/2023/11/14/roving-uk-justice-bus-could-help-maintain-the-rule-of-law-says-lady-hale/?slreturn=20231015085656

The Times o3 281M November 09,2023 . @ ONLINE

The Times is a British national newspaper published Domain Unique

daily Monday to Saturday in the "quality press"... Authority Visits Be proud of Worki ng
Provided by
pac for nothing

Today’s sections ~ | Pastsixdays | Explore v | Times Radio Login Subscribe Search

thetimes.co.uk/article/be-proud-of-workin...

COMMENT | ROBIN KNOWLES ESti m ated Vi ews 3 4 .1 K

Be proud of working for . .
R Estimated views
nothlng calculated based on

s : . . audience size and socia...
Giving free assistance does not harm legal aid and in Pro Bono

Week we should celebrate it, writes Robin Knowles

Robin Knowles = Thursday November 09 2023, 12.01am GMT, The Times

quality before the law is a universally accepted principle of E n g a g ements 1

our society. However, to achieve that equality requires sound

advice and fair engagement in our courts and tribunals Total number of social
through legal representation. engagements

It is hard to recall a time when there has been more pressure here.
Amid a cost of living crisis, people in financial difficulty are more
likely to find themselves needing legal assistance, including over
homes and jobs and families. Timely legal assistance to right wrongs
and to manage difficulty is crucial. If not achieved then problems
worsen, additional problems cluster, and health, in all its forms,
deteriorates.
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Enjoy unlimited digital access.
£1 for 6 months.

Already a subscriber? Log in >


https://share.coveragebook.com/b/e60d9f35e3e805ab/clips/688d9c88-bd57-4f3d-a3d6-259dde4fe5de
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/be-proud-of-working-for-nothing-tdrthqm9j

Legal Legal Cheek 71 134K November 10,2023 -+ @ ONLINE

MK Domair] U.ni.que
Authority Visits Pro Bono Week:

Provided by Provided by

MOZ ¢ SimilarWeb Retired |awyers
a encouraged to offer...

Legal Cheek

NEWS MOSTLISTS RESOURCES EVENTS FAIRS VACSCHEME JOURNAL

legalcheek.com/2023/11/pro-bono-week-r...

[

Pro Bono Week: Retired lawyers
encouraged to offer free legal Estimated Views 1.44K
support

Estimated views

‘ By Rhys Duncan on Nov 10 2023 8:19am calculated based on
audience size and socia...

Evokes spirit of NHS during the pandemic

Engagements o

Total number of social
engagements

The National Pro Bono Centre (NPBC) has announced a new scheme to encourage
retired lawyers to undertake pro bono work.

The project, championed by representatives from Advocate and LawWorks, aims to
draw on the experience of the NHS during the Covid-19 pandemic, which saw
retired medics step back up to the plate to provide essential support.
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ESG in the spotlight as Pro Bono
Week gets underway Estimated Views 1.44K

‘ By Rhys Duncan on Nov 6 2023 8:14am Estimated views
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Pro Bono Week, starting today, supports and recognises the work of lawyers

across the UK and encourages students and lawyers alike to hold pro bono events.

For the 22nd annual instalment, three topical themes have been identified. These
are “changing lives through pro bono”, which includes celebrating inspiring
examples of pro bono, “maximising the impact of pro bono”, and “Pro bono within
ESG: from climate to sustainable development”.
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Retired? Come back pro bono, charity suggests

Q lawgazette.co.uk/news/retired-come-bac...

Estimated views
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9 4 Comments e o

etired solicitors are being invited to volunteer their services in good causes in the latest
R initiative by charity the National Pro Bono Centre. The scheme, unveiled as part of Pro E n g a g eme ntS 1 2
Bono Week 2023, is a combined effort by representatives from organisations including
Advocate and LawWorks, led by Robert Bourns, National Pro Bono Centre (NPBC) trustee and
former Law Society president. Total number of social

engagements

Drawing on the experience of the
NHS during the Covid-1g pandemic,
where retired medical professionals
provided additional support for
public services, this new project will
encourage members of the legal
profession to provide pro bono
support in retirement, extending the
capacity of pro bono legal support
offered by law firms and barristers.

The centre this week opened a one-
stop-shop for information, guidance
and opportunities for those looking
to volunteer after retirement.
Prospective volunteers can choose
the organisations best suited to their professional interests and schedules. This advice also includes
detailed guidance on the professional certifications required for pro bono practice. Information

Robert Bourns, National Pro Bono Centre trustee

nael

Sourt

specific to barristers is available on Advocate and to solicitors on LawWorks.
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PRO BONO ANALYSIS TRAVERS SMITH

National pro bono week: Saving women and girls
from domestic abuse

The winner of The Lawyer Awards Pro Bono Initiative of the Year in 2023 was DARA, an
astonishing collaboration between multiple law firms. We heard how it all works.

By Richard Simmons | 6 Nevember 2023 SHARE ¥ i in & Copyun

“It was a lady who has suffered serious abuse at hands of her now ex-husband,” recalls
Sam Cottman.

"l went to Wales to represent her, but she was too frightened to come to court. The judge
said unless she attended in person he would discharge the order - | asked what grounds he
would find acceptable for non-attendance and he said (a) that she had given birth or (b)
that she had been arrested.”

Cottman takes a breath.

a panic attack the second
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Expert witnesses and costs
lawyers join pro bono support
scheme

9 November

Posted by N

Expert witnesses,
investigators, costs lawyers,
insolvency specialists,
translators and e-discovery
firms have all agreed to join
the UK's first pro bono
litigation support service,
launched today as part of Pro
Bono Week.

Emily Sherratt, project
manager of Pro Bono Expert
Support (PBES), said the aim
was to enable lawyers
working pro bono to “know
who is out there and what
they can offer”.

£ { i s
Sherratt: Creating networks for pro
bono lawyers

The 22 companies involved to date include international investigators
Vantage Intelligence, global consulting firm Charles River Associates,
insolvency specialists Quantuma, accountants Menzies, e-discovery firms.
Epiq and KLDiscovery and costs lawyers Kain Knight and Masters.

Ms Sherratt said that, when it came to experts, the UK Register of Expert
Witnesses had written a special code to help her find the right person for
the right type of case.

For example, if a cardiologist was needed, the register would identify a
number of experts who were willing to do pro bono work. "For families that
are not eligible for legal aid, there is often very little scope for them to pay
for an expert witness, but it could make all the difference to their case.”

The challenge in another case could be languages, where the use of
translation services could enable people to give instructions in the most
effective way possible.

Other pro bono cases might involve a company becoming bankrupt, where
an assessment of losses could be crucial, or involve the valuation of
companies to quantify the impact of an event.
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New initiative brings key
litigation experts together to
deliver pro bono solutions
and improve access to justice

8Nov2023 NEWS

This is a unique offering, building on the Pro Bono Connect
scheme which is spearheaded by Jamie Goldsmith KC.

T he new initiative is supported by important members of the

judiciary including Lady Rose and Mr Justice Robin Knowles.

Leading legal pro bono charities, The National Pro Bono Centre and Pro
Bono Connect are launching the UK’s first pro bono litigation support
service, Pro Bono Expert Support (PBES) that brings lawyers, barristers,
experts and other key litigation support advisors together to deliver access

to justice across a number of important legal cases and causes.

PBES will include experts from various disciplines including forensic
accountants, eDiscovery providers, strategic communications,
investigators, costs lawyers, translation and interpretation providers and

a wide range of expert witnesses.
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King’s Speech: Justice
reforms fall short

Law Society disappointed with the
lack of investment

NEWS 8 Nov 2023

Ludlow Thompson Acquired
by Foxtons

Foxtons Group ple, London’s
largest lettings agent, has
announced the successful
acquisition of Ludlow Thompson
Holdings Limited for £10 million.

NEWS 8 Nov 2023

Defective Components Legal
Claim

Balance Legal Capital funds UK
group claim against Jaguar Land
Rover for alleged defective
components
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Clinic offers free legal help for
negligence and injury

Anglia Ruskin University’s Law Clinic has now helped more than 3,500
people since 2018.

‘Anglia Lay s

Anglia Ruskin University's Law Clinic has expanded its free legal service to cover
personal injury and medical negligence claims via online consultation.

The Law Clinic was set up in 2018 and works in partnership with local law firms to
offer free, independent and confidential legal advice face-to-face in Cambridge and
Chelmsford, and across the country through an online service - giving communities
vital access to justice. ARU students volunteer in the Clinic, providing them with
valuable experience.

7 November 2023
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we are a global university transforming
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New Scottish Pro Bono Guide will help meet a
significant legal need

30 Oct

ERE is a significant unmet legal need in
btland. In a previous article | have described

b bewildering patchwork quilt of organisations
bviding or funding legal advice and
bresentation, including solicitors, law clinics

H advice centres.

k a fabric with discernible gaps, overlaps, and
tion. Those attempting to make use of those
vices may find themselves with no clear idea
here to start, which is one reason next

bnth’s launch of the Scottish Pro Bono Guide is
h a welcome development. The guide will be
nched during Pro Bono Week this year, during
event co-hosted by the Faculty of Advocates,
Law Society of Scotland, and legal services

hrity JustRight Scotland.

Neil Mackenzie KC, Keeper of the Advocates Pro Bono Week is held annually across the UK in

Library early November. It offers an opportunity to
recognise and support the voluntary
contributions made by lawyers and others who

give free legal help to those in need.

It allows for reflection on how to improve the services offered to meet that need.

The Scottish Bar provides pro bono legal services through the Faculty of Advocates’ Free Legal Services
Unit (FLSU). The FLSU offers free legal help from volunteer devils (trainee advocates) and Faculty
members (advocates) to people who need advice on a legal matter (usually a dispute) or representation
at a hearing and who cannot afford to pay but are also not eligible for legal aid.
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9 November 2023 Blog Pro bono
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Related resources Jo Brown, of 4PB, reveals that while undertaking Total number of social
pro bono work can be a ‘run of the mill’ small engagements
commitment, the impact for the client can be
immeasurable.

Giving a voice to the
voiceless: the
benefits of pro bono
and how to get

involved
What makes a busy practitioner take on a four-week case pro bono in the
8 NOVEMBER 2023 1 BLOG High Court where there are four other parties represented by leading and
junior counsel, where there is a 25,000-page bundle, where there is complex
The young Bar and medical evidence, and where the potential consequences for the client are
the benefits of pro life-changing?
bono
The romantic in me would like to say that my inner lodestone is set to the
9 NOVEMBER 2022 | BLOG gravitational pull of justice (with a nod to the Poet Laureate Simon Armitage,
and his reference to his "inner lodestone being innately tuned to the
Pro Bono Connect: gravitational pull of the north"), but there is more to it than that.
new dimensions to
PioBono Taking on this case gave me an opportunity to lead a junior colleague, Jo
collihoration ?orten ‘.'vho shared the work with me. It gave me the experience of
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Pro bono: making a meaningful impact in
2023

03 Nov 2023 - 5 minutes read

+ Add to My LS [ Read later & Print

From welfare clinics to multi-firm collaborations, solicitors across England and Wales are

constantly finding new ways to support people through pro bono advice. We hear from four

legal teams about the challenges and rewards of making a meaningful impact.
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Lawyers Across The Country Take Part In A Contact us today
Range Of Events In Support of Access To To talk about your situation
Justice e

This year’s Pro Bono Week has seen lawyers from across Irwin Mitchell taking First and last

partin a range of activities in recognition of the importance of free legal advice

and access to justice for those people and organisations most vulnerable and in Your email*

need of support.
example@example.com

Now in its 22nd year, National Pro Bono Week (6-10 November) is the annual
opportunity to recognise the support the legal profession gives in the form of Your phone number*
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November is a key month of the year in the pro bono world, with the 22nd annual UK Pro Bono Week taking place
from 6 - 10 November 2023 and the 5th annual European Pro ?‘?’PP’,,,W??_'S taking place from 20 - 24 November.

Both weeks are an important moment in time to recognise the voluntary contribution made by the legal profession in
support of access to justice for those in need. We are proud to be a signatory to the Law Society’s Pro Bono Charter
and members of the UK Collaborative Plan for Pro Bono.

At Norton Rose Fulbright, we are celebrating pro bono week and highlighting some key initiatives we are working on
with our pro bono partners. These include:

® Kids in Need of Defence (KIND), who provide free legal advice and representation to undocumented children,
young people and families in the UK

. Safe Passage International (SPI)_ and European Lawyers in Lesvos (ELIL) who are jointly providing urgently
needed legal assistance to Ukrainian refugees in Warsaw

® Coram Children’s Legal Centre and Befugee Legal Support, whose work to help reunite family members across
continental Europe, including unaccompanied minors, we support through the Family Reunion From Europe
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https://www.nortonrosefulbright.com/en/knowledge/publications/df04807d/celebrating-uk-and-european-pro-bono-week
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